SALT & ENSON PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Held on Wednesday 3rd January 2018 at 7.30pm at Salt Village Hall

Minutes

Public open forum 
A resident raised the issue of speeding in the village especially in relation to the number of accidents in the village. There have been 4 accidents since the end of November, the most recent today requiring someone to be cut out of their car.
A resident raised the issue of the sign at the top of Weston Bank which is dirty and needs cleaning and also is partially obscured by branches. It was noted that these jobs are the ones highlighted by Staffordshire County Council that Parishes may look to complete themselves due to their reductions in service due to funding issues.
1. Attendees and Apologies
Attendees: 
Chairman: Cllr J Taft 


Cllr B Clancy        

Cllr D Clancy



Cllr R Walls 



Cllr I Wimshurst

Clerk Mrs L Horritt
The meeting was quorate

Apologies: Cllr D Scott, Cllr P Scott – apologies were accepted due to poor health
The Chairman wishes everyone a Happy New Year and reported that Cllr D Scott had been very grateful for the card that had been sent from the Council before Christmas.

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda

None required.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 1st November 2017
This was agreed as a true and correct record by all present.
4. Matters arising from those minutes (for information only)
Powers to assist the Church were discussed, Clerk to send information on S137 powers to Councillors
Clerk has followed up with Sandon and Burston Parish Council in relation to the bridge on the B5066, they would like to see some action taken. The Council agreed to assist this where possible.
The Parish website is under construction – the Clerk needs some photographs of the village to include.
5. SPCA Exec update by Cllr B Clancy
The SPCA Annual Meeting was held on 4th December. Presentations were given by the new Chief Constable and the HS2 Independent Construction Commissioner. 
Further information was given about Data Protection changes – it is the Councils responsibility to comply with the new legislation including requirements for a Data Protection Officer.
It has also been confirmed that there will be no cap to Parish Council precepts for the next 3 years.

6. Devolution of amenities and reduction of services by Staffordshire County Council
including: launch of website and precept considerations and rights of way consultation
There is a website which has been circulated to all members. 
There was some discussion about what this means – the County Council website states as follows: “With reducing resources the county council must focus on its statutory duties and is no longer in a position to fund amenity maintenance works and extensive right of way maintenance that keep our localities looking good. It needs to focus more on its statutory responsibilities.”
The Councillors felt it was difficult to make a decision about what tasks to take forward at this time. It was agreed that this would be discussed with the community to seek their views at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. Following this, more detailed costings and information could be obtained and the Council could assess what works they are able to carry out.

The website is www.highwaysyourway.info 
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7. To discuss data protection changes, and actions required to comply
The Clerk and Chairman had attended the SPCA seminar on November 21st. Staffordshire County Council are offering a service for the data protection officer which will cost £500 if 100 Councils sign up. The Clerk has included this in the budget to allow the Council to comply before May, there are additional companies who will also offer this, as the legislation is still passing through Parliament the Clerk will continue to work through the list of “things to do” and report actions back to Council.

8. To discuss replacement bench by the Casey, costs and installation
Cllr Wimshurst had inspected the existing bench and noted once cleaned it would need significant work. It was agreed to purchase a replacement bench which will cost £346 ex VAT, 2 individuals in the village were identified as likely to install this. Councillors to liaise with the Clerk ref this.

9. To receive Financial Statement and Clerks Report
· (i)To approve financial payments, receipts and transfers

	Paid since last meeting:
	
	
	
	

	Paid To
	Details
	Amt
	VAT
	Total to pay

	Biffa - V Hall Roof
	 
	2,100.00
	 
	2,100.00

	Information Commissioner
	Registration
	35.00
	 
	35.00

	BT
	Phonebox 
	1.00
	 
	1.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2,136.00

	To be paid:
	
	
	
	

	Paid To
	Details
	Amt
	VAT
	Total to pay

	L Horritt
	Salary
	345.41
	 
	345.41

	SLCC
	Clerks subs (split with 3 councils)
	37.00
	 
	37.00

	L Horritt
	Office Exps
	25.09
	 
	25.09

	TGM
	Grass Cutting/Strimming
	80.00
	16.00
	96.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	503.50

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	£2,639.50


Approved by all present 

(ii) To agree the bank reconciliation
This was agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk

(iii)To discuss and agree the budget for 2018-19
Following a discussion, it was agreed to set the precept at £7400 with concurrent funding of £360 for the year.  

10. To discuss Highways and NHT Issues and note any requiring reporting
Following the discussion about speed and accidents during the public open forum it was agreed to write to the Chief Constable and Staffordshire County Council to highlight the issues and concerns. It was also agreed to write to Staffordshire County Council as the gritter is passing through Salt but no grit is being laid.
An email had been received from the Police and Crime Commissioners Office about purchasing road signs with other parishes to obtain a discounted rate. The Council agreed not to take this forward at the present time.
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11. To discuss planning applications received
17/27702/HOU – Lower Salt House – Proposed detached garage and store. The Council had no objections to the application.

12. To inform attendees of dates of future meetings

Next meetings Wednesday Mar 7th, May 2nd, Jul 4th, Sept 5th, Nov 7th 2018 at 7.30pm.
13. Meeting Close





The meeting closed at 9.10pm
Signed:

Chairman                                                                     Clerk:                                      
Date:
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