SALT & ENSON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting Held Wednesday 4th March 2026
at Salt Village Hall, Salt at 7.30 pm
            
The meeting began at 7.30 p.m.

Public Open Forum – One member(s) of the public was present.
No issues were raised by that member of the public.

1. Attendees and Apologies

Attendees: Chair Councillor Barbara Clancy 
Councillors J Starr,
R Walls,
C Beardmore, 
JD Scott, 
N Tonks
 I Wimshurst, 

Stafford County Councillor Andrew Mynors

Clerk DW Croxford

Apologies – Stafford Borough Councillor Karine Aspin

The meeting was quorate.

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda 

None declared.

3. Minutes of the meetings held on 7th January 2026

These were agreed as a true and correct record by all present. 

4.  Matters arising from those minutes

None.

5 .Planning

1. RE: Application Number 25/41575/HOU - Thistleberry House, Salt Road, Salt, Stafford. Removal of Conservatory. Removal of chimney to the side. Proposed rear single storey flat roof extension, two story side extension and single storey flat roof front extension. Internal alterations. Widen front driveway  
After discussion it was decided to make the following comments on these material planning considerations.

· Scale and dominance

The plans indicate an increase in size of the present structure of approximately 45%. A very significant increase indeed on a relatively modest plot facing the parish Church and yard.
The property is situated in the heart of this small village centre and we feel the final size of the house, as proposed, would dwarf a number of other nearby properties to their, and the village, detriment.
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· Drainage and Flood Risk

As history shows, and a recent visit from the Community Flood Officer from Severn Trent will testify, Salt village is regularly subject to serious flooding with roads sometimes impassable. The area directly in front of the property, around the small village green, is a particularly troublesome spot with the existing drains unable to cope in times of sustained wet weather, flooding the highway. This proposed plan has a bathroom and two ensuites on the first floor, as well as the usual kitchen, utility room and downstairs cloakroom on the ground, plus extra run off from the much larger roof area.
What consideration or mitigation has been made to cope with this significant extra drainage?

Clerk to submit comments by e mail to SBC Planning office.
6 .Reports

· Report  from Staffordshire County Councillor Andrew Mynors 

Councillor Mynors gave a brief overview of a wide number of matters before the County Council at the moment. The County Council medium term financial strategy has been approved with the needs of the SEND portfolio impacting upon it. The Trent Valley Collaboration Group is meeting on 14th April at Tixall with a representative from SCC Highways to be present. An initiative called “Roadmap to a better network” is being worked on with extra funds for potholes and road repairs. Two new expensive pothole repair vehicles have been purchased and are at work. County wide a fourth domestic waste bin will be supplied to all for food waste, collection weekly. 
Councillor Mynors was thanked for attending and answering a number of questions on his report.

· Report from Stafford Borough Councillor Karine Aspin 

Councillor Aspin was unable to attend the meeting. 

· Report from Salt Village Hall Management Committee 

Councillor Clancy advised that the quote for the proposed painting of the adopted red telephone box will be postponed until the Spring. 
She further advised that the recently purchased village notice board, adjacent to the Holly Bush, was showing signs of water ingress. She will ask a local tradesman to investigate and attempt to repair. The magnets holding the notices in place will be replaced by Councillor Clancy at a cost of £7.50.

Finally a discussion took place re speed restrictions and road signage on The Casey and it was considered that the existing arrangements sufficed. 
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7. To receive Financial Statement and Clerks report
i) To approve financial payments, receipts and transfers.

	Accounts for approval
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paid prior to the meeting
	
	
	
	

	Paid To
	Details
	Amt
	VAT
	Total to pay

	Stafford Borough Council
	Civic Amenity Skip Visits (3) 2026
	£420.00 
	£84.00 
	504.00
	

	Potter's Arb Services
	Tree pruning adj Holly Bush
	£220.00 
	 
	220.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	724.00
	

	To be Paid
	
	
	
	

	Clerk D Croxford
	GROSS Salary 1 January - 31 March 2026
	£1,007.76 
	 
	1,007.76
	

	HMRC
	Paye re above - tbc
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	Clerk D Croxford
	Expenses 1 January - 31 March 2026
	£92.25 
	 
	92.25
	

	Salt VHMC - PC Room hire 
	Nov, 25, Jan 26, March 26 - 9 hrs @ £10 ph 
	£90.00 
	 
	90.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1,190.01
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	1,914.01
	



ii) The clerk had circulated the financial statement and bank reconciliation reports and both were approved by all present.

iii) To consider Earmarked Reserves for 2025/2026	

Clerk advised the current position is as follows. Funds are held in the separate reserve Bank account.


	Salt & Enson Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserves Held
	
	
	
	
	

	For Year Ended 31st March 2026
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose of Reserve
	Amount Held  31/03/2025
	
	
	
	

	General Funds Reserve
	£8,051.83
	subject to monthly Bank charges
	

	Cost of Elections Fund
	£6,500
	Added £500 1/26
	
	

	Computer/Printer (over 5 years)
	£660
	Added £40 1/26
	
	

	Donation to St James Church Salt
	£1,000 transferred back to C/A 7 May 2025

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	£15,211.83
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


These were formally confirmed and earmarked for the year ended 31st March 2026.

                     iv)  Further consideration in moving to a .gov domain.

Correspondence between the Clerk and the internal Auditor had been circulated prior to the meeting. Current opinion appears to be that a .co.uk domain (such as clerk@saltandensonparishcouncil.co.uk) would comply with the Audit / AGAR requirement, but gmail or BT addresses would not.
It was agreed, on the grounds of minimal perceived risk, and in the interests of avoiding expense, the Parish Council would retain the present .co.uk address for now, pending this year’s specific AGAR requirements, expected shortly.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


8. To discuss Highways issues and note any requiring reporting

· Visit of Community Flood Officer, Severn Trent.

The Community Flood Officer has kindly advised the name and e mail address of the officer at Staffordshire County Council Highways who now has responsibility for Salt and Enson Parish. The Clerk will liaise with that officer in due course.
The CFO also reported that she had spoken to the County Drainage Engineer who advised he was planning on raising further work to replace the pipes under the road to help alleviate the flooding issue. Work has yet to be formally raised and Clerk to remain in diary for updates. 

· B5066 and Beaconside road closures and associated development works

Councillors are kindly being kept advised of the work and correspondence of Sandon and Burston Parish Council and Stafford Borough Council in this matter.

It was noted that there is a significant amount of litter along the site perimeter and Clerk to bring to attention of Clerk to Salt sand Hopton PC.


9. To review correspondence received and consider items of business for the next meeting.

· Next Civic Amenity Skip date scheduled 21 March 2026  10.30-12.30. March at Village Hall Car Park.

· Mowing and Strimming 2026. The existing, long standing and local contractor has submitted the proposed programme and costs for 2026 season. The Contractor also provided up to date insurance certificates for Employers Liability and Public Liability. It was unanimously RESOLVED to accept the programme as follows at the price of £525 + VAT. (10 cuts of Village Green @ £8.75 / 10 strims of Casey bench @ £8.75 / 14 cuts of verge adjacent Hunters Court @ £25 = £550 +VAT). Clerk to advise contractor of Council’s acceptance and make payment when sought by contractor after 1st April 2026.

· Local Government Re organisation. All recent correspondence from Stafford County Council, Stafford Borough Council, NALC and the SPCA had been circulated before the meeting and a summary posted on the PC’s website. SPCA and NALC are hosting an on line briefing about Local Government Reorganisation in Staffordshire at 10.30 a.m. on Friday 6th March 2026 and details of how to join were circulated prior to this meeting.

· All other items of note had been circulated to all prior to the meeting.
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10. To inform attendees of dates of future meetings

Dates of future meetings at Salt Village Hall during 2026 as follows: Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
EXCEPT 6th May (Annuals) 7.00 pm. and 8.00 p.m. (Public)
 1st July, 2nd September, 4th November


11. Meeting closed at 20. 15 hrs






Signed ..........................................                                        .........................................
Chair                       Cncllr B Clancy                                       Clerk               DWCroxford
Date...................................
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