SALT & ENSON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting Held Wednesday 7th January 2026
at Salt Village Hall, Salt at 7.30 pm
            
The meeting began at 7.30 p.m.

Public Open Forum –   One member of the public was present.

No issues were raised by that member of the public.

1. Attendees and Apologies

Attendees: Chair Councillor Barbara Clancy 
 
Councillors J Starr,
C Beardmore, 
JD Scott, 
N Tonks
 I Wimshurst, 

Clerk DW Croxford

Apologies – Councillor R Walls,
Stafford Borough Councillor Karine Aspin

Not present - Stafford County Councillor Andrew Mynors

The meeting was quorate.

2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda 

None declared.

3. Minutes of the meetings held on 5th November 2025

These were agreed as a true and correct record by all present. 

4.  Matters arising from those minutes

None arisen, albeit an update on the application 24/38837/LDC Brick Kiln Lane.  (Lawful Development Certificate) from Stafford Borough Council was provided by the Clerk.  Stafford Borough Council Planning and Legal team have finally opined on the matter and the applicant advised accordingly.

5 .Planning

None at date of publication of agenda

6.  Reports

· Report  from Staffordshire County Councillor Andrew Mynors – No report received.


01/26


· Report from Stafford Borough Councillor Karine Aspin – by e mail before the meeting Councillor Aspin wished to bring to the meetings notice that Staffordshire Police, Fire and Rescue Commissioner’s Office is running a consultation before setting next year’s Precept to fund the services. Closing date is 12th January 2026 and comments can be entered via https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/precept2526 

· Report from Salt Village Hall Management Committee -Councillor Clancy advised she was still in the course of arranging for a volunteer to jet wash the communal seats owned by the PC on the Casey. The work will be undertaken when the weather improves.


7. To receive Financial Statement and Clerks report
i) To approve financial payments, receipts and transfers.

	Accounts for approval
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paid prior to the meeting
	
	
	
	
	

	Paid To
	Details
	Amt
	VAT
	Total to pay
	

	ICO
	GDPR Annual DD
	£47.00 
	 
	47.00
	

	Vision ICT 
	Website / E mail hosting annual fee
	£166.47 
	£33.29 
	199.76
	

	Clerk D Croxford
	GROSS Salary 1 Oct - 31 Dec 2025
	£806.16 
	 
	806.16
	

	HMRC
	Paye re above 
	£201.60 
	 
	201.60
	

	Clerk D Croxford
	Expenses 1 Oct - 31 Dec 2025
	£107.07 
	 
	107.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	1,361.59
	

	To be Paid
	
	
	
	
	

	St James Church, Salt with St Peter’s Hopton
	Burial ground upkeep donation
	£500.00 
	 
	500.00
	

	Salt Friendship Club
	Donation
	£400.00
	 
	400.00
	

	Mid Trent Churches (Compass Magazine)
	Donation
	£200.00 
	 
	200.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	1100.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	2,461.59
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



ii) The clerk had circulated the financial statement and bank reconciliation reports and both were approved by all present.

iii) To consider Draft Budget and Precept 2026-2027

The final Budget / Precept request for 2026-2027 had been circulated by the Clerk before the meeting for consideration. It was RESOLVED by unanimous agreement to set the annual budget for 2026-2027 at £9,694 and to submit a precept request to Stafford Borough Council of £9,334 plus £360 concurrent function funding. Clerk to apply to SBC for this sum.
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iv) To consider donations to village organisations

It was unanimously RESOLVED to make the following Donations:        
                                        
£500 to St James Church, Salt with St Peter’s Hopton for the upkeep of Burial Ground
£400 to Salt Friendship Club
£200 to Mid Trent Churches (Compass Magazine)
Clerk to make the payments.

A letter had been received from the Church Warden at St James’s Church, Salt, and had been circulated before the meeting. The letter provided an update on the roof renovation work and explaining that a further £3,000 is estimated to be required to complete the associated interior work. As a previous contributor to the restoration work (after confirmation from internal Auditor, £1,000 donated in May 2025) the Parish Council have been invited once more to contribute to the work. After discussion it was agreed in principal to donate a sum, a figure to be finalised, in the course of the next financial year, after safe receipt of the first tranche of the 2026-2027 Precept. 
Clerk to advise the Church Warden.

v) To consider Earmarked Reserves for 2025/2026	

Clerk advised the current position is as follows. Funds are held in the separate reserve Bank account.


	Salt & Enson Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserves Held
	
	
	
	
	

	Year Ended 31st March 2025
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purpose of Reserve
	Amount Held  31/03/2025
	
	
	
	

	General Funds Reserve
	£8,060.33
	subject to monthly Bank charges
	

	Cost of Elections Fund
	£6,000
	Added £500 3/25
	
	

	Computer/Printer (over 5 years)
	£620
	Added £40 3/25
	
	

	Donation to St James Church Salt
	£1,000 transferred back to C/A 7 May 2025

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	£14,680.33
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


It was unanimously RESOLVED to increase the Cost of Elections Fund by £500 
and the Computer/Printer fund by £40. Clerk to make the transfer to reserves.


This will be formally agreed, alongside any other newly designated Reserves at the March Parish Council meeting.

                     vi)  To consider quotations for (a) painting the village telephone box, 
                            and (b) for pruning the two trees owned by the Parish Council at the entrance to the Holly Bush

Both to be obtained, considered and progressed in the Spring.
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8. To discuss Highways issues and note any requiring reporting

· Visit of Community Flood Officer, Severn Trent.

A visit to the village by the new Community Flood Officer at Severn Trent has been arranged for 27th January 2026. 
The visit, beginning from Salt Village Hall at 11.30 a.m. will include a walk of the regularly flooded areas of the village with the Clerk and Parish Councillors Scott and Beardmore, explaining the problems to the Officer. 

Clerk to offer an invitation to the Staffordshire County Council Highways Officer to also attend the visit.

· B5066 and Beaconside road closures and associated development works

Councillors are kindly being kept advised of the work and correspondence of Sandon and Burston Parish Council and Stafford Borough Council in this matter.

It is noted that, unfortunately, there is no pedestrian access permitted along Sandon Road near the site. Because of the nature of the works being carried out the footpath will remain closed during the duration of the works, and no alternative pedestrian route will be available. 


9. To review correspondence received and consider items of business for the next meeting.

· Civic Amenity Skip Visits for 2026- Civic Amenity Skip dates 2026 confirmed as 21 March and 4 July (Village Hall) and 24 October (Holly Bush). Invoice awaited from SBC and Clerk has published the dates on the Parish Council Website.

· All other items of note had been circulated to all prior to the meeting.


10. To inform attendees of dates of future meetings

Dates of future meetings at Salt Village Hall during 2026 as follows: Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
4th March, 6th May (Annuals), 1st July, 2nd September, 4th November



11. Meeting closed at 20. 15 hrs



Signed ..........................................                                        .........................................
Chair                       Cncllr B Clancy                                       Clerk               DWCroxford
Date...................................
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